
Experience: 
 
Savin Hennessey & Kim, Encino, CA 2025- 
 
Casey Gerry Schenk Francavilla Blatt & Penfield, LLP, San Diego, CA, 
2000-2024 
 

• Head firm’s appellate and motion department. 

• Argued or briefed more than 20 appeals in state and federal 

court.  

• Key published decisions include Loomis v. Amazon.com. LLC 

(2021) 63 Cal.App.5th 466, Bolger v. Amazon.com, LLC (2020) 

53 Cal.App.5th 431, and M.F. v. Pacific Pearl Hotel 

Management LLC (2017) 16 Cal.App.4th 693.  

• Drafted or co-drafted multiple amicus briefs in key e-commerce 

cases including Oberdorf v. Amazon.com Inc., 930 F.3d 136, 

rehearing en banc granted and opinion vacated, 936 F.3d 182 

(3rd Cir. 2019), McMillan v. Amazon.com, Inc., 983 F.3d 194 

(5th Cir. 2020), and Amazon.com, Inc. v. McMillan, 625 

S.W.3d 101 (Tex. 2021). 

• Provide key analysis for—and draft or oversee most key filings 

in—complex cybersecurity matters, including nationwide 

consumer class actions. Cases include In re: Yahoo! Inc. 

Customer Data Security Breach Litigation, 16-MD-02752-LHK 

(N.D. Cal.), In re: Warner Music Group Data Breach Litigation, 

Case No. 20-cv-07473-PGG (S.D.N.Y.), Adkins v. Facebook, 

Inc., Case No. 18-05982-WHA (N.D. Cal.), and In re: US 
Fertility LLC Data Security Litigation, Case No. 8:21-cv-00299 

(D. Md.).     
 
Education: 
 
University of Kentucky College Of Law, Lexington, KY 
Juris Doctor, May 1996 
 
Rice University, Houston, TX 
Bachelor of Arts, Political Science, May 1993 
 
Publications and Presentations: 
 

• Tort Law Column editor, Trial Bar News, 2006-2016 (8-10 

columns per year). 

• Featured speaker in statewide CLE program What’s New in 
Trial and Torts, 2007-present. 

• Prolific author and featured speaker in multiple CEB programs 

and seminars (see next pages for a complete list). 
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Admissions: 

 

-California (State Bar No. 

188325) 

-U.S. District Court, Southern, 

Central, Eastern, and Northern 

District of California  

-Third Circuit Court of Appeals 

-Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals 

-Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals 

 

Awards: 

 

-Consumer Advocate of the Year, 

2021, Consumer Attorneys of 

San Diego 

-Leaders in Law 2020, San Diego 

Business Journal 

-President’s Award, Consumer 

Attorneys of San Diego, 2016 

-Finalist, Consumer Attorney of 

the Year, Consumer Attorneys of 

California, 2022, 2009 

 

Memberships: 

 

-Barrister, San Diego Appellate 

Inn of Court, 2017-2024 

-Consumer Attorneys of 

California, 2000-present 

-Consumer Attorneys of San 

Diego, 2000-present 

-San Diego County Bar 

Association, 

2012-present 

-Lawyers’ Club, 

2009-present 

  

 

 



Select recent publications, speaking engagements, and press: 
 

Press: 
 
Field, Emily, The Biggest Product Liability Cases of 2024:A midyear Report, Law 360 (Aug. 
23, 2024, 8:32 p.m.), https://www.law360.com/articles/1872306/the-biggest-product-liability-
cases-of-2024-a-midyear-report 
 
Field, Emily, CPSC Makes Moves on Powers of Recall Over Amazon, Law 360 (Aug. 6, 
2024, 7:49 p.m.), https://www.law360.com/articles/1866960/cpsc-makes-moves-on-powers-of-
recall-over-amazon 
 
Moran, Greg, Guerrero, taking reins of state Supreme Court, isn’t seen shifting from its 
consensus path, SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE (Aug. 26, 2022), 
https://enewspaper.sandiegouniontribune.com/infinity/sdut/default.aspx?pubid=ee84df93-
f3c1-463c-a82f-1ab095a198ca&edid=1f602bb3-1aa3-46a0-9d53-c7bbdcaaf030 
 
Weigel, Moira, What You Don’t Know About Amazon, NEW YORK TIMES (April 21, 2022), 
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/21/opinion/amazon-product-liability.html 
 
Barash, Martina, Amazon’s New Distributor Status Means Safety “Headache” Ahead, 
BLOOMBERG (Feb. 15, 2022, 3:00 a.m.), https://news.bloomberglaw.com/product-liability-
and-toxics-law/amazons-new-distributor-status-means-safety-headache-ahead 
 
Lystra, Tony, California legal rulings may have big impact on Amazon’s liability for third-party 
products it sells, GEEKWIRE (May 9, 2021, 10:23 a.m.), 
https://www.geekwire.com/2021/california-legal-rulings-may-big-impact-amazons-liability-third-
party-products-sells/ 
 
Barash, Martina, Amazon, Online Markets Face Reckoning in California Product Case, 
BLOOMBERG (April 29, 2021, 3:30 a.m.), https://news.bloomberglaw.com/product-liability-
and-toxics-law/amazon-online-markets-face-reckoning-in-california-product-
case?context=search&index=4 
 
Cain, Aine and Newsham, Jack, A new lawsuit could change how Amazon does business with 
3rd-party sellers forever, BUSINESS INSIDER (Mar. 31, 2021, 7:07 a.m.), 
https://www.businessinsider.com/amazon-texas-lawsuit-third-party-sellers-2021-3 
 
Lee, Dave, Amazon faces test over legal liability in Texas Supreme Court, FINANCIAL TIMES 
(Mar. 25, 2021), https://www.ft.com/content/60b9f312-3b81-4b8d-952c-4a59d6d2b254 
 
Field, Emily, Amazon Faces Latest Liability Test in Lone Star State, LAW 360 (Mar. 24, 2021, 
10:40 p.m.), https://www.law360.com/articles/1368440/amazon-faces-latest-liability-test-in-lone-
star-state 
 
Frankel, Alison, Amazon zigs and zags in latest strategy to avoid product liability claims, 
REUTERS (Sep. 24, 2020, 1:22 p.m.), https://www.reuters.com/article/us-otc-amazon/amazon-
zigs-and-zags-in-latest-strategy-to-avoid-product-liability-claims-idUSKCN26F3FY 
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Greene, Jay, Burning laptops and flooded homes: Courts hold Amazon liable for faulty 
products, THE WASHINGTON POST (Aug. 29, 2020, 3:00 a.m.), 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2020/08/29/amazon-product-liability-losses/ 
 
Riley, Shantal, Appeals Court: Amazon was “Pivotal” in the Sales of Exploding Battery, 
FRONTLINE (Aug. 25, 2020), https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/appeals-court-rules-
amazon-can-be-liable/ 
 
Weiss, Debra Cassens, Amazon may be liable for injuries caused by defective products sold 
by third-party vendors, court rules, ABA JOURNAL (Aug. 14, 2020, 9:46 a.m.), 
https://www.abajournal.com/news/article/amazon-is-liable-for-injuries-caused-by-defective-
products-sold-in-online-marketplace-court-rules 
 
Palmer, Annie, California court rules Amazon can be liable for defective goods sold on its 
marketplace, CNBC (Aug. 13, 2020, 6:44 p.m.), https://www.cnbc.com/2020/08/13/amazon-
can-be-held-liable-for-faulty-goods-court-rules.html 
 
Graham, Jefferson, Amazon liable for defective products from third-party sellers, California 
court says, USA TODAY (Aug. 13, 2020, 5:43 p.m.), 
https://www.usatoday.com/story/tech/2020/08/13/amazon-retailer-liable-3rd-party-product-
defects-california-court-rules/3369886001/ 
 
Barash, Martina, and Steinberg, Julie, Amazon Can be Liable in California for Defective 
Products, BLOOMBERG (Aug. 13, 2020, 4:29 p.m.), https://news.bloomberglaw.com/product-
liability-and-toxics-law/amazon-can-be-liable-in-california-for-defective-
products?context=article-related 
 

Publications: 
 
“The Legal and Practical Implications of In the Matter of Amazon, Inc.” Daily Journal, Aug. 
6, 2024 
 
“Court finds Amazon liable for all third-party products sold on its marketplace” The 
Milestone Press, May 3, 2021 
 
“Biden’s FTC nomination signals crackdown on Big Tech” Daily Journal, Mar. 24, 2021 
 
“Court to decide scope of liability for Amazon’s defective products” Daily Journal, Mar. 2, 
2021 
 
“Too big to compete? Amazon marketplace sellers battle counterfeit goods (and Amazon)” 
Daily Journal, Nov. 12, 2020 
 
“The curious case of Amazon’s product liability strategy” Daily Journal, Sep. 30, 2020 
 
“Federal appellate court speaks out on qualified immunity” Daily Journal, Jun. 16, 2020 
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“Congressional report paints damning picture of Wells Fargo” Daily Journal, April 27, 2020 
 
“California Continues to fight back against forced arbitration” Daily Journal, Nov. 14, 2019 
 
“A new class ascertainability standard” Daily Journal, Aug. 2, 2019 
 
“Amazon held strictly liable as a ‘seller’” Daily Journal July 10, 2019 
 
“Ruling will prevent an ‘infinite’ statute of limitations” Daily Journal, Jun. 13, 2018 
 
“Limited anti-SLAPP defense for public entities” Daily Journal, Dec. 20, 2016 
 
“High court limited the reach of RICO” Daily Journal, Jun. 22, 2016 
 
“Battles expose core problems with arbitration system” Daily Journal, Nov. 9, 2015 
 

Speaking Engagements:  
 
“What’s New in Tort and Trial” 2022 year in review, Jan. 25, 2023 
 
“New Developments in Tort Liability in the Internet Age,” San Diego Legal Secretaries 
Association, August 22, 2022.  
 
Guest speaker, NYU law school torts class, April 14, 2022 
 
“What’s New in Tort and Trial” 2021 year in review, Jan. 25, 2022 
 
Consumer Attorneys of California annual convention, “Updates on e-commerce liability” 
Nov. 19, 2021 
 
National webinar: “Win your product liability case against online marketplaces,” April 7, 2021 
 
American Board of Trial Advocates (San Diego chapter) “Top 10 cases of 2020,” Feb. 25, 
2021 
 
Consumer Attorneys of California annual convention, “Faulty Products and E-Retailer 
Liability” Nov. 19, 2020 
 
Washington Legal Federation, “Online retailers and defective products: Do recent court 
decisions signal a trend toward strict liability?” Nov. 18, 2020 
 
Antonin Scalia Law School, George Mason University, “Developments in Products and Other 
Liability for E-commerce Marketplaces and Other Platforms” Nov. 16, 2020 
 
Class Action Mastery Conference: Presenter on Standing under the UCL, January 2019 
 
San Diego Legal Secretaries’ Association: Presenter on Data Breach Laws and Key Issues, 
August 2019 



 
“Western Alliance Bank Presents Class Action Waivers and Mandatory Arbitration Clauses” 
Webinar co-presenter, October 2019 
 
CEB Program: Drafting and Enforcing Liability Waivers, presenter, November 2019 
 
CAOC Don Galine Travel Seminar, presenter “Product Liability in the Amazon Age,” 
December 2019 
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